Setting up the M oodle Gradebook

The concepts of grades and gradebooks have begriateiy revisited in Moodle 1.9.
Grades can be calculated, aggregated, and dispiagedariety of ways, and a variety of
settings exist to meet a variety of grading striateg

Under standing aggr egation strategies and normalization

Most of the aggregation types in the gradebook edrevgrade to a percentage internally
before applying weighting, calculating the categital, and using the category total to
calculate the course total.

The different aggregation strategies allow youhoase the way category grades and a
participant's overall course grade are calculadggdregation strategies can be applied to
the overall course and/or to specific categories.

Simple weighted mean uses the maximum grade values to weight scordsniat
category rather than normalizing a grade to 100ep#rbefore weighting. This
aggregation type does not allow you to set a wdmhitems or the categories; it simply
uses the inherent weighting you've establisheceltyng different maximum point
values.

A170/100, A2 20/80, A3 10/10: 70 + 20 + 10 = 100/190

Weighted mean allows you to establish weights for categories iteis. These weights
influence the overall importance of each item degary. For example, if a category is
weighted at 50%, then regardless of the numbeeptd in that category, the overall
mean score of those items will be 50% of the sttisigmade.

A1 70/100 weight 10, A2 20/80 weight 5, A3 10/10 weight 3, category max
100:
(0.7¥10 + 0.25*5 + 1.0*3)/18 = 0.625 --> 62.5/100

Mean of grades calculates the score as a percentage of eachdgitede adds all the
percentages for a category; and divides by the enmigraded items.

A170/100, A2 20/80, A3 10/10, category max 100:
(0.7 +0.25 + 1.0)/3 = 0.65 --> 65/100



Deciding which aggregation strategy to use

Find the scenario that applies most closely to ywading philosophy for a particular
course.

Scenario 1

IF

| know in advance what all the graded course itares

and the available points per item are in proportmeach other (bigger items are worth
more points).

THEN

Use "Simple Weighted Mean of Grades" or "Sum oflged as your aggregation
strategy.

There is no need to establish categories.

Scenario 2

IF

| know in advance what all the graded course itaras

and | use one standard scale to grade my courss.i{f®oints out of five, or out of one
hundred, etc.)

But, some things are worth more than others (a.final exam graded out of 100 is
worth more than a homework assignment graded oL@O.

THEN
Use "Weighted Mean of Grades."
Assign proportional weights to the ITEMS.

Scenario 3

IF

| know in advance that | use extra credit optionmy course,

and | use one standard scale to grade my courss.ifall grades out of 100, all daily
assignment out of 5, etc.)

THEN
Select "Mean of Grades with extra credit" as thgr&gation type for the entire course
and Assign proportional weights to the items.

Scenario 4

IF
| want the flexibility to add graded course iterpsyg quizzes, for example).



THEN
Use "Weighted Mean of Grades."
Add proportional weights to the CATEGORIES of itethat you want to be flexible.

Scenario 5

IF
Everything in my course counts the same, regardiesdat scale | use to grade it. (A
15-question quiz is worth the same number of pasta 10-question quiz.)

THEN
Use "Mean of Grades."

Establishing grade categories

If you select a strategy above that suggests youldhuse categories, it is easiest to
establish these categories prior to adding assigtsme manual grade columns. This
gives you the ability to designate the categora(es, quizzes, labs, etc.) when you
create the assignment. Categories simply allowtgaroup assignments and alter
settings to affect these grouped grades.

To add new categories:

1. SelectGradesfrom your course "Administration” block.
2. From the "Choose an action..." dropdown in theléfipcorner, seledCategories
and items.
3. Click [Add category] at the bottom of the screen.
4. You need to determine the settings for this paiccategory:
1. Give the category a name, i.e., Exams, quizzes,.lab
2. Determine the aggregation type. Usually set thihéosame aggregation
type as you have selected for the overall gradebidowever, it is
possible to select a different aggregation typeafoategory. Just be
careful as this can have unexpected results.
3. Parent category designates the category into whielmew category is
being added. For most categories this should badhee of the course.
4. Aggregation coefficient/ltem weight: The weighttbé category in
relation to the other categories.
5. [Save changes] to return to the grader report.



To assign assignmentsto categories after they are created:

If assignments are added without a category assidhey will be assigned to the parent
or course category. To assign items to a category:

1. From the "Choose an action..." dropdown in theléffpcorner, selecCategories
and items.

2. Notice that categories (designated by a folder)graded items appear in an
outline format. Organize the outline so assignmbetsnging to a category are
indented under the category name. To do this:

3. Click the move arrows of the Category or Grade iterhe moved.

This refreshes the screen. Click in the dashedddwee the Category or Grade
item should be placed.

Adding manually graded items

To add new grade columns to the grader report withdding an activity to the course
page:

1. From the "Choose an action..." dropdown in thelédfpcorner of the Grades,
selectCategories and items.

2. Click [Add gradeitem] at the bottom of the screen.

3. Give the item a name and grade type and adjust s#tings as necessary.

4. [Savechanges] to return to the grader report.

Entering/Editing grades

A feature of the new gradebook is the ability tacgly enter or edit grades in a
spreadsheet type view. This also allows you toregreades with decimal points.

To access this view, go to the grader report lpkicig Grades in the "Administration”
block for the course and selecti@gader report from the dropdown in the top left
corner if necessary.

1. Click [Turn editing on] in the top right corner. This should add text yiioxes
for each grade along with editing icons.

2. To enter a grade, click into the box for the studem assignment and enter a
score. To enter multiple grades, hit tab to mouwgvben text entry boxes. When
you finish entering grades, click thepdate] button at the bottom of the screen
to save the grades.



Why some grades may turn a new color

Entering a grade from the grader report causegrtdme to be flagged as "Overwrite,"”
meaning you have manually entered a grade ratharuking the grade sheet for a
specific assignment. This is not a problem; iusst jan alert that this grade has been
manually overwritten. This does, however, finalize grade and will not let you change
the grade in any page other than the grader report.

Extra credit

In some cases, you may decide after the gradelsoedtablished as above, that you want
to add optional extra credit assignments to a@adr category. Only two aggregation
types allow for extra credit: Sum of grades and Mefgrades (with extra credits). You
will need to change the category Aggregation typerte of these so you are able to
specify extra credit. We recommend using Sum ofi€sait allows you to add an extra
credit assignment of any point value.

1. Select the edit icon for the category where youtwaiapply extra credit.

2. Change the "Aggregation type" $nm of grades and save the changes on the
page.

3. Click the edit icon for the extra credit item withthat category.

4. In the section labeled "Parent Category" there khoow be a check box or a text
field labeled "Extra Credit." Checking the box otering a value greater than 0
treats this grade item's grade as Extra Credihdwaggregation. The number is a
factor by which the grade value will be multiplibéfore it is added to the sum of
all grades, but the item itself will not be countedhe division. (So if you set the
maximum value of the extra credit assignment tadwant it to be worth 5, put
1 in this extra credit field.)

5. Save the changes and return to the Grader report.

Figuring in make-up assignments

If you give a make-up assignment and want thisstadided as a new gradebook column,
you can follow the extra credit recommendation &bibzat uses the Sum of Grades
aggregation type to add the extra points.

By using the aggregation type "Mean of grades (@xtra credits)" the mean of the
make-up assignment will be taken and that mearesgibrbe used to calculate the
category total. This method is only recommendebéfstudent is receiving a zero for the
original assignment and a grade for the make-up.

You may also set the aggregation type to Meanadeg (with extra credits).
1. Select the edit icon for the category where youtwaiapply extra credit.

2. Change the "Aggregation type" kbean of grades (with extra credits) and save
the changes on the page.



3. Click the edit icon for the make-up item within tizategory.

4. In the section labeled "Parent Category" there lshbe a text field labeled "Extra
Credit." Entering a value greater than 0 treats ginade item's grade as Extra
credit during aggregation. The number is a facyowhich the grade value will be
multiplied before it is added to the sum of alldgs, but the item itself will not be
counted in the division.

5. Save the changes and return to the Grader report.



